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to speak out boldly against one of the heroines of the age 
who holds classes not far from here I consider her ,eachi„ g 
excellent but it makes me miserable to see children of two, 
,Le and four, dressed up in their very best, bearing the 
strain of such dancing lessons, in hot, crowded rooms, their 
little faces growing paler and paler when nature cries f or 
fresh air and freedom. Then, too, I feel it cannot be well f or 
the nurses to hear the children spoken to and treated, with 
the sanction of the parents, in a manner which we can 
hardly recognize as the nursery atmosphere P.N.E.U. parents 
would desire. I do not know if it is much use speaking of this 
here to people who by their presence show that they are 
earnestly trying to do their best for their children, and even 
though all our members are not equally in earnest, I feel sure 
that the Union is doing a really great work, which makes 
it impossible for those who think at all to be any longer 
dilettante parents. A very cheering proof of the earnestness 
of parents is the fact that a body of these, living in London, 
have been moved by their wish for certain reforms to start 
a school where at least some of the thoughts and principles 
of the Union may be carried out into practice.” 

The papers read at the Conference will be continued in 
the August number of the Parents Review. 


OUR WORK 

Business Letters re Parents' Review School, Mothers' Educationa 
Course and House of Education cannot be answered between August ist 
and September 15th, during which time the House of Education will be 
closed. 

House of Education . We have had pleasant visitors this month in 
Mrs. Franklin and Mrs. Winkvvorth. I he latter lady is well-known as a 
supporter of Newnham College. Mrs. Winkworth has kindly presented 
us with a liberal gift of books for our library. 

Students wishing to enter in January next should apply for a form of 
entry as soon as possible. 

Examiner’s Report of “Parents’ Review” School, Easter, 1898. 

“ The papers are on the whole very satisfactory, and show some improve- 
ment. I he most pleasing feature and the most marked is the very small 
proportion of bad and even indifferent papers, all subjects alike attaining 
generally a satisfactory standard of proficiency, and no subject appears 
to call for special comment except the English Grammar and Arithmetic 
of Class III. 

“ In the Analysis of Sentences the pupils who fail to answer correctly 
almost invariably err in the use of the ‘ Infinitive ’ and verb ‘ To be.’ 

“ The notation of Decimal Fractions has not been fully grasped, and is 
the sole cause of failure in Arithmetic to many pupils in Class III.” 


Examination papers will be returned upon the receipt of postage. 

The summer examination is optional, and a parents’ report only is 
sent in. The papers will be sent out for Monday, July 11th. 

Mothers' Educational Course. — The Christmas examination showed some 
capital work and the Summer examination papers worked by Mothers 
in society in the middle of the London season, and by Mothers working 
alone in out-of-the-way foreign stations, show the extraordinary power of 
surmounting difficulties, “for the children’s sake, ’ which is, perhaps, 
a characteristic of mothers. 

Darvel Nature-Lore and Handicraft Classes. Summer Course. To be 
held by Miss M. L. Hodgson (House of Education) during August. These 
classes are arranged by Mr. Gavin Morton, and offer an opportunity to 
P.N.E.U. members in Scotland, and to ex students, to study these subjects 
as taught at the House of Education. Prospectuses with subjects and 
terms, &c., to be had on application to Gavin Morton, Esq , The knowe, 

Garvel, Ayrshire, N.B. , 

Notice. — The office will be closed from August 1st to September : 1 5 . 

Natural History Club.— Arrangements have been made for Ou - oor 
Talks to Children, aged eight to sixteen. Tickets 10/ - the course, or 2/- 
the single lecture, can be had from Miss Blogg, 28, Victoria Street, • • . 

and from Mrs. Franklin, 9, Pembridge Gardens, W. Names shou 
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OUR WORK- 


Z^iblT^ha^l 1 arrangements may be made. Each 
sent in as soon as possib ied b y an adult. The talks will i a . 

family of children ^ thfi railway journeys are so short, and the 

about an hour-an thought advisable that each partv 
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Mrs Franklin’s Studio, 42, Linden Gardens ..at 3 p.m. I n th 
excursions, conducted by Mr. Hett it is hoped that many of the nests 
and habits of birds may be observed. For pond work the following are 
needed -a net which will allow the water to pass freely through, and a 
iar with tightly fitting stopper; small tin boxes, and a vasculum are also 

useful. All trains should be verified. Syllabus:— 

May 4th “The Streams of London,’ by Mr. b. Rowbotham, meeting 
place, Hampstead Heath Station, at 3.15 p.m. 

May nth, “Bird Life and Pond Life,” by Mr. G. S Hett, meeting place, 
Main r;ate of Richmond Park, opposite “Star and GartPr »> 


at 3 p.m. 

May 1 8th, “The Streams of London’’ (continued), by Mr. F. Rowbotham, 
meeting place, Hampstead Heath Station, at 3.15 p.m. 

May 25th, “Reptiles and Newts,” by Mr. G. S. Hett, meeting place, 
Harrow Station (Metropolitan), at 2.58 p.m. 

fune 1st, “Natural History of Kensington Gardens,” by Mr. F. Row- 
botham, meeting place, The “Fountains,” Kensington 
Gardens, at 3 p.m. 

June 8th, “Bird Life,” by Mr. G. S. Hett, meeting place, Southfields 
Station, for Wimbledon Common, at 3.1 p.m. 

June 15th, “Natural History of Kensington Gardens” (continued), by 
Mr. F. Rowbotham. meeting place, The “ Fountains,” 
Kensington Gardens, at 3 p.m. 

June 22nd, “ Reptiles and Newts,” by Mr. G. S. Hett, meeting place, 
Harrow Station (Metropolitan), at 2.58 p.m. 

June 29th, “ Flowers and Irees,” by Mr. F Rowbotham, meeting place, 
Kew Gardens, Main Gate, at 3 p.m 

July 6th, Pond Life, ’ by Mr. G. S. Hett, meeting place, Epsom 
Station, at 3.15 p.m. 


BOOKS. 


Who's Who, 1898 (second issue), edited by D. Sladen (A. & C Black V6) 
Everyone knows Who's Who , and should there be any who have not that 
satisfaction, they cannot too soon make acquaintance with this indispen- 
sable handbook to the newspaper and key to the topics of the day. The 
editor, Mr Douglas Sladen, tells us that over a thousand new biographies 
have been added since last year, including, to take some random instances 
those of Professor Rontgen, inventor of the “X” rays ; of Signor Marconi', 
the discoverer of the wireless telegraphy ; of the President of the United 
States; Dr. J. H. Murray, of dictionary fame; Prince Ranjitsinjhi, who 
has many recreations besides cricket ; and many more, but these are 
enough to show how necessary the volume is. The lists are invaluable- 
lists of Societies, of leading British Newspapers, table of University 
Degrees, the London County Council, Queen’s Council, Judges, Pen-names, 
etc., etc. Many of the biographies are autobiographies, and the heading 
“ Recreations ” admits us to the personal lives of celebrities. 

Hatidbook of Housekeeping for Small Incomes , by F. Stacpoole 
(Walter Scott, 2/6). Miss Stacpoole has given us a useful and practical book. 
The recipes appear to be very good, all the more so that the writer is 
not betrayed into making her dishes too cheap. Everything is considered, 
nursery dishes, sick cooking, the washing of infants and young children, 
the dressing of the same important people, every-day ailments, tables of 
things in season, directions to servants (those to the house parlourmaid 
are especially good, so too are the directions for the care of lamps — but 
will any maid ever manage lamps satisfactorily ?). All mistresses should 
study the directions for the management of servants, not the least im- 
portant of which is the counsel of liberality as regards servants’ food. Ihe 
half-dozen rules for “ Domestic Peace Preservation ” are such as a young 
mistress might commit to memory with advantage. “ Don’t speak of one 
servant’s fault to another ” is the first of these. 


The Temple Classics: Homer's Iliad (2 vols., 1/6 net each, J. M. 
Dent & Co.). First edition published 1598 — 1611. It was a very happy 
thought of Messrs. Dent & Co. to reproduce Chapman s translation, 
savouring as it does of Tudor times, their poesy, and their bravery. 
The epistle dedicatory addressed To the High Born Prince of Men , Henry 
Thrice Royale Inheritor of the United Kingdoms , is valuable educationally, 
shewing what part the tale of heroic deeds should have in forming the 
herioc temper : — 

“You should learn these rights, 

Great Prince of men, by princely precedents, 

Which here, in all kinds, my true zeal presents 
To furnish your youth’s groundwork and first state, 

And let you see one God- like man create 
All sorts of worthiest men, etc. 


The Hexameter is not an easy meter to manage, but the freshness of 
Chapman’s English carries the reader through the long tale_ It was g 
thought of George Chapman’s, that a royal prince should be brought up upo 


